
Tourism and Events NT
Navigating current global impacts 



Promoting Fuel Certainty

NT level

• There are 210 active outlets in the NT, of which 7 outlets are 
without at least one type of fuel. 

• 5 outlets are without both diesel and unleaded, 2 outlets are 
without one fuel type, incl. 1 without diesel, 1 without unleaded.

• My Fuel NT web-tool - work in progress to talk to travellers

Australian Government 

• Commitment to address fuel certainty for travellers at a national 
level.  NT at the table to give voice to regional Australia



Insights

Industry Insights

• 40 responses from Top End region; 24 
responses from Central region

• Industry impacted by increasing costs and 
taking measures  protect business

• Flood/ access and fuel compounding 
impact in some regions

• Drive market disproportionately impacted

• Forward demand is softening leading up 
to peak season 

Consumer Insights

• Travellers are booking later and becoming more 
deliberate

• Cost of living pressures are changing how 
Australians invest in experiences

• International travel is becoming more expensive 
and complex - Australians pivoting to domestic 
travel



Tourism and Events NT response

• Protecting our season, maximising 
opportunities and capacity

• Recovery infrastructure, roads and business 
support – Tourism Restart Fund, Community 
Benefit Fund, Australian Government Support

• Increasing comms on Parks and attraction 
openings

• None of a Kind – NT-wide

• Collaboration on regional campaigns - Get 
Around the Top End, Head for the Heart in the 
Centre

• Cooperative campaigns to drive traffic

• Event as demand drivers



2026 Calendar of Events 

• Record start to the NT’s 2026 events season, 
led by strong crowds at Parrtjima and the 
Dolphins v Panthers NRL match 

•  Parrtjima drew 22,700+ attendances, 
including a record opening weekend, with 
around 6,000 interstate visitors

• Darwin NRL clash attracted a record 12,570 
crowd, including 2,539 interstate 
attendees



2026 Calendar of Events 

Momentum continues with a strong 2026 events 

pipeline, including: 

• BASS IN THE GRASS (May)  

• Supercars (June)

• Test cricket (August)

• MXGP (September)

• Alice Springs Masters Games (October) 

• Laksa Festival (October). 



Penny Priest

CEO of Crocosaurus Cove, Arley Rae 
Australia and Fitzroy Island Resort, TENT 
Advisory Board member



Patrick Bedford 

Emu Run & Chairman of Tourism 
Central Australia  



Navigating the Noise 
What we can control. What we can do. Starting now. 

Collaboration, Community and Communication 



Work Together. 
Reach Further. 

Katherine Rodeo Weekend
Bulls & Barrels for Dolly's Dream  •  22 May

Use the event — it's already bringing people here. 

Collaboration, Community and Communication 



Activate Locals. Turn Visitors Into 
Advocates. 

Locals don't just live here — they can be your most powerful sales force.

Collaboration, Community and Communication 



Own Your Data. Speak Directly. 

Cost-effective & targeted. Most NT operators can achieve this action item.

Collaboration, Community and Communication 



The Three Cs – Your Action Plan

Reflect what worked for your business during Covid & add these ideas to an action plan.

Collaboration, Community and Communication 



CHECK OUT OUR INDUSTRY 
IMPACT WEBPAGE 

This is a central hub for tourism 
operators to access updates, find 

support and resources
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